
The Messenger 

Upcoming Church 
Events 

• Youth Group & Pool Party (8/25)  

1-4 PM 

• Labor Day (9/2) (office closed)  

• Coffee Club (9/4 & 9/18)  11 AM 

• Outdoor Worship (9/8)        

10:30 AM 

• Youth Group (9/8 & 9/22)  5 PM 

• Senior Food Box Drop-Off  

(9/10)  

• Sarah Circle (9/10) 7 PM 

• Senior Food Box Distribution  

(9/11) 10 AM—1 PM 

• Life Application Study (9/11 & 

9/25)  7 PM 

• Disciples Café Grand Opening 
(9/15) 9:30 AM & CWF Bake 
Sale 

• Board Meeting (9/17) 7 PM 

• Hymn sing (9/18)  7 PM 

• Church Picnic (9/21) 1-4 PM 

• Reconciliation Sunday (9/22) 

• On The Table (9/26) 

• Martha Circle (9/26) 1 PM 

Yoga—Mondays @ 10 AM 

Farm Work—Tuesdays &      
Thursdays @  10 AM 

Sundays @ FCC 

Disciples Café - 9:30-10:15 AM 

Worship—10:30 AM 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, 
and self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7 

 Remarks from Rebecca 
     As we have all been grappling with the most recent shootings, I received an 
invitation from the Police Department to attend a Safe Worship Spaces seminar.   
On a Friday afternoon, I went to the Indiana Visitor’s Center where I met with 
clergy from the Lake County area along with police and FBI from the area, state 
and beyond.  I learned a couple of important things. 

     First, if you see something, say something.   Period.   The police and FBI all 
said how very important this is.  So many folks are worried that they might be 
wrong or doubt their own judgment that they do not say anything.   One high-
ranking FBI officer (I can’t remember his name) said that ALL of the mass 
shootings in our country have had people say, “I thought I should say something, 
but I didn’t want to interfere…”  Since El Paso and Dayton, at least 6 possible 
mass shooters were stopped because someone said something.   If you see 
something, say something. 

     Second, we are going to cultivate safety procedures for all kinds of situations 
with our police department.   So many churches do not have a procedure written 
down and we all need to.   From tornadoes to fires to health emergencies to ac-
tive shooters, we need to be ready for anything.   As we learn what those proce-
dures are, we will make them known to all of you.   Before Wells broke his arm 
on Monday, making an appointment with the police station was on my to-do list 
last week.  So let’s pray next week is boring and we get this process started! 

      At the end of the seminar, I felt more equipped but knew I needed to be 
MORE equipped.  I am not afraid nor am I living in a state of fear, but I do want 
to do what is best in preparation for whatever may happen.   

     Ultimately, we do not want to let fear of the unknown stop us from being the 
people God has called us to be.  At the same time, we will do what it takes to 
create a safe environment for all to gather for worship.   In these times in which 
our news is flooded with hate, terror and all things negative, may we continue to 
be a beacon of Jesus’ love, hope and joy. 

     This brings me to my second issue on a completely different path:  what’s up 
with Sunday School?   The Christian education committee and I had a lengthy 
and productive conversation about the direction of our studies and classes.   
With sporadic and low attendance for our traditional Sunday School program, 
we are exploring other avenues to provide Christian education.  From Coffee Club 
to Martha Circle, check out all the ways we offer growth and study of God’s 
Word.  If you have any questions or ideas, I welcome the conversation! 

     Blessings in all the ways you live out your faith! 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Becky 
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News from the Pews 

Introducing…. 
 

Disciples Café  
At  

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 

Highland, IN 
 

Grand Opening  
Sunday, September 15, 2019 

Café hours: 
9:30-10:15 A.M. 

 
Coffee, tea, hot cocoa and 
baked goods are on the 

menu.   
Donations are appreciated 

but not necessary. 
 

Bring your favorite mug to leave at the 
church or enjoy a mug provided.   Help 
us try to be as eco-friendly as possible 

and avoid Styrofoam!  
Start your Sunday worship with fellow-

ship, coffee and a whole lotta love! 
 

The September Hymn Sing  

will be  

Wednesday, September 18th  

at 7:00 P.M. 

Share your favorite hymns and 

learn a new one or two.  You 

will be blessed! 
If you would like to attend but do not 

like to drive at night, please let the 

office know and we will be sure a ride 

is available.    

 

Join us for the annual  

Church Picnic 
Saturday, September 21st  

1-4 P.M. 

 

Please bring a dish to pass along with 

a lawn chair.  Hamburgers and hot 

dogs (and beverage) will be provided.  

 

Along with other family-friendly 

games, there is a rumor going around 

that an intense game of Shaving 

Cream Whiffle Ball is in the making.   



News from the Pews 

Coming Soon! 

FCC will have a new digital out-

door sign this fall! 
The board voted to replace the exterior 

sign at the August meeting.  This new sign 

has been paid for with funds from the 

George and Irene Hay Memorial and will be 

installed sometime this fall.  Because of 

their generosity, we will be able to reach 

people in this new, highly visible way.   A 

digital sign will enable us to share ALL the 

ministries  of our church with the commu-

nity.    

On behalf of a grateful congregation…. Kevin Messmer was commissioned by the board to look into 

what a new sign would cost us.    Not only did Kevin research several companies and make all of the 

inquiries necessary for such an important purchase, he put together a brilliant presentation of sever-

al options for the board to make an informed decision for the future of the church.   He worked really 

hard and put in many hours.    AND then, when he listened to our conversation about installing a 

monitor in the entry of the church that could share our pictures and announcements, he didn’t hesi-

tate to offer his help with this project (including the installation of the screen).   Hats off, Kevin, for 

helping us step into the future well! 

Important Safety Update 
For safety purposes, the Kitchen door/Back door will be 

locked at 10:30 A.M. on Sunday mornings. 
This is part of new safety measures we are taking to ensure all 

worshipers are as safe as possible. 
The front doors will still be unlocked. Please see Rev. Becky 

with questions. 
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but we 

know you will understand this move for safety purposes. 
 

Because FCC was invited to attend an active shooter seminar 
through the police department, more steps will be taken to 
ensure our safety. As changes are made, we will do our very 
best to make everyone aware.   In the meantime, prayers for 

peace continue.   
 

On The Table 2019 
FCC will once again be hosting an     

“On The Table Conversation”     

through the Legacy Foundation.  

Our FARM chat will be Thursday,                 

September 25th at 5:00 P.M. 

Light refreshments will be served 

alongside conversation about our farm 

and community engagement. All are 

invited to attend. 



Ways to Serve @ FCC  

• 2019 Homeless Lunch 

Serving Schedule: Oc-

tober 5,  December 7 

• Spread the word that 

our church is col-

lecting hygiene prod-

ucts and cleaning sup-

plies for the Blessing 

Box.   We have discov-

ered that as word has 

gotten out about the 

Blessing Box, folks 

want to donate and 

give to the cause.   Let 

your friends and 

neighbors know and 

they might want to be 

part of the mission of 

the Blessing Box! 

• Have you noticed the 

beautiful seat in the 

gardens of the farm?  

David Michalak 

turned a piece of junk 

that was garbage -

picked into a beautiful 

piece of usable art.   

Enjoy rocking in it 

while savoring the 

beauty of the grounds 

of the church.    

September Outreach News 

Beginning September 1: 
 

Select your favorite Chicago baseball team; 
Place your canned/boxed goods contributions in the box with the 

logo of your favorite team. The boxes will be located by the front 
door as you enter; 

Wait to see which “team” box has the most items at the end of the 
month. 

 
The items will be distributed to the Love INC Food Pantries as well as 
the FCC Blessing Box.   The winning team will be announced during 

the service on October 6, 2019. 

On August 1, the Outreach Lunch volunteers provided a hot ham and cheese 
sandwiches, pickles, potato salad, chips, fruit salad and cookies to 38 homeless 

men and women at the Hammond City Rescue Mission on State Street. Everyone 
ate their fill and we took nothing home! This month’s “bunch” included Sharon 

Morgan, Herbie Peck, Nancy Wiening, Mary Ellen Korman, Sharon Worrell-
Schroader, Delia Helpingstine and the cookie distributor, Max Schroader.    

 
Interested in helping in some way or participating?  Just contact Sharon Worrell-
Schroader or Delia Helpingstine. We are scheduled to provide lunch on the first 
Saturday of alternate months on an on-going basis.  The next scheduled lunch is 

October 5, 2019. If you don’t have time to help, monetary donations are AL-
WAYS appreciated. We attempt to provide a hot entrée, vegetable or salad, 

fruit, dessert and a beverage. We also provide plates, napkins and plastic uten-
sils.  Each meal generally costs about $4.  

 
      

 

 

 

September is the Annual Cubs-Sox Food Drive  

The “Lunch Bunch” Delivers A Successful Meal (Again)  

Pictured left to 

right:  Max 

Schroader, Mary 

Ellen Korman, 

Nancy Wiening, 

Herbie Peck, Delia 

Helpingstine, Sha-

ron Worrell-

Schroader. 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of 

Sharon Morgan 



FCC Praise! 

• A few weeks ago, there was a fly 

infestation at the church.   With 

gratitude to James Wilson, we are 

grateful for his expertise in han-

dling the “buggy” problem.  And 

upon his recommendation, Ray 

Benson caulked around the win-

dows for added security in avoid-

ing the problem in the future.   

Thanks to both of  you for taking 

care of that icky problem! 

• Have you noticed the landscaping 

has been tenderly cared for?   And 

the gardens have had a fresh layer 

of river rock?    Thanks to Debbie 

Benson, our exterior looks inviting, 

fresh and beautiful.   Thank you, 

Debbie!  Your church is grateful for 

your hard work! 

• Also deserving of our gratitude and 

praise are Ray and Debbie Benson 

for arranging estimates and the 

final contract for the parking lot 

refresh!   It looks fantastic! 

• Keep up the good work on recy-

cling  bulletins and song sheets!  

We appreciate your efforts in 

keeping our church green! 

• Congratulations Mary Ellen Kor-

man on your Lake County Fair 

winds!  1st place for knitted socks 

and 3rd place for woven towels! 

We are proud of you!  

 

 

Reconciliation Offering September 30th  

Outreach News Continued…. 

Respond to the Cause on September 8   
Vitamin Collection for the Hearts in Motion Guatemalan Mission 

Outreach will be collecting vitamins for the Hearts in Motion Guatemalan mission.  

This year, all vitamins are needed including multi vitamins for children, adults, 

seniors and prenatal care.  A suggestion sheet is posted on the Outreach bulletin 

board.  Please bring your vitamin donation to the church and place in the basket 

near the food donations.  This collection is our way of remembering and honoring 

those who gave their lives during the 9-11 tragedy in 2001.   

 

The Reconciliation Special Offering is used to fund our Church’s mission to be-

come a pro-reconciling and anti-racist church.  The First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) receives this offering in the fall and uses the funds throughout 

the year to give grants to the pro-reconciliation/anti-racism initiative for the pur-

pose of organizing and dismantling systems and structures that perpetuate this 

sin of division within the Church. The Special Offering will be collected on both 

September 30 and October 6. 

Seeds of Hope Farm News 

So far over 118 pounds   har-

vested! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thursday hours have been moved 

from 6-8 P.M.  

to 10 A.M. -12 P.M. 

Senior Food Box News 

If you know of any senior (60 

or older) who could you the 

assistance of a supplemental 

food box, please contact Deb-

bie Benson for further infor-

mation and sign-up.   



September 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Labor  Day 

(Office Closed 
& No Yoga) 

 
B: Clarence 
McCoy, Steve 
Sundquist 

3 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 

4 
Coffee Club— 

11 AM 

5 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 

6 7 

8 
Outdoor Wor-
ship Service 

(Vitamin Collec-
tion) 

 
Youth Group—5 

PM 

9 
Yoga—10 AM 

10 
Farm Work—       

10 Am—12 PM 
Senior Food Box 

Drop-Off 
Sarah Circle—7 PM 
 
B: Bob Coolidge 

11 
Senior Food Box 

Distribution 
10 AM—1PM 

 
Life Application 

Study— 7 PM 

12 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 

13 
B: Linda Mess-
mer 
A: Dan & Phyllis 
Frost 

14 

15 
Disciples Café 

Grand Opening 
9:30 AM 

 
CWF Bake Sale 

16 
Yoga—10 AM 

17 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 
 

Board Mtg.—   
7 PM 

18 
Coffee Club— 

11 AM 
 

Hymn Sing—   
7 PM 

19 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 
 
 

20 21 
Church Picnic  

1-4 PM 

22 
Reconciliation 

Sunday  
 

Youth Group—
5 PM 

23 
Yoga—10 AM 

 
B: Bob Ross 

24 
Farm Work—

10 Am—12 PM 

25 
Life Applica-
tion Study—     

7 PM 

26 
Farm Work—       

10 Am—12 PM 
 

Martha   Circle—    
1 PM 

 
On the Table—       

5 PM 

27 28 
A: Bob & Andrea 
Meyers 

29 30 
Yoga—10 AM 
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Praying for our Friends & Family 
Members: 

Nita Hurt, & Celia Newcomb, Woody Messmer, Lida 

Barker, Bob Ross, Jean Morgan, Roger Mierzwa,  

Wells Sundquist 

 

FCC Friends: 

The Yuris Family, The Murphy Family, Kathy 

McShane, Linda Early, Greg Pope, Madge, John 

Sundquist, Dave & Cherie Coolidge, Sara Russell, 

Wendy Rothenberger, Dolores Caravel, Bill Chapman, 

Sharon Lock, Terry Werner, Stacey Beres, Liz Rodri-

guez, Kathy Morton, Karyl Cochran, George Cengel, 

Majel Rivers, Bill Parnell, Chris Surrett, Robert Novak, 

Crystal Eaton, Ken Hathaway, Katie Johnson, Josh 

Cole, Barbara Bentley, Marianne, Tim Morgan, John 

Carpenter 

 

Joys:  

Seeds of Hope Farm & Garden, Mini Food Pantry/

Blessing Box, The Book Nook,  the CSFP ministry (aka 

Senior Food Box Program), Homeless Lunch, Yoga, 

Back to School,  Disciples Café, new indoor and out-

door signs 
 

Fifth Street Figures 

Description         Attendance          Offering 
WORSHIP     7/21/19           36                  $1880.73 

Homeless Lunch                                          $25.00 

Plein Aire Painters                                       $8.00 

TOTAL                                                        $1913.73 

 

WORSHIP     7/28/19           31                   $1274.27 

Plein Aire                                                     $8.00 

TOTAL                                                        $1282.27 

 

WORSHIP     8/4/19             31                    $1735.73 

Plein Aire Painters                                        $8.00 

Homeless Lunch                                           $10.00 

Food Pantry                                                  $100.00 

TOTAL                                                        $1853.73   

 

WORSHIP   8/11/19            33                    $2270.73 

Thanksgiving                                               $5.00 

Plein Aire Painters                                       $8.00 

TOTAL                                                        $2283.73 

 

WORSHIP  8/18/19             32                    $2280.73 

Plein Aire Painters                                       $8.00 

TOTAL                                                        $2288.73 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement is to celebrate and share 

Christ’s love. 

First Christian Church                                               

(Disciples of Christ)                                                            

9540 Fifth St.  Highland, IN 46322                                 

(219)924-5400                                              

www.fcchighland.net                                                    

email:  fcchighland@att.net       

Check us out on Facebook!                                        

 

Disciples Café: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. 

 

Pastor Office Hours:                                                        

Monday through Thursday (9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.)      

Pastor Rebecca Sundquist                                                

Cell phone:  (217)341-4105                                               

Email:  becky.sundquist@gmail.com 

July  Figures 

                           General Fund               Outreach: 

Income:             $8079.08                       $1312.00 

Expenditures:    $9288.07                       $1566.00 

 

 
It’s true, whether we want to believe it or not: we can’t take our pos-
sessions with us at death. There’s no trailer on the back of a hearse! 
 
That's why it’s important, while we are able, to decide and name the 
recipients of our possessions before our earthly life ends. This allows 
us to remember the people and causes important to us. It lets us de-
termine guardianship for any minor children. 
 
And it’s one way to make a gift to  First Christian Church. 
 

There’s many ways to do this. Some provide better tax advantages 

than others. There’s also ways you can receive a stream of income for 

life with the church getting the remainder at death. 

To learn more, contact the Christian Church Foundation at (800) 668-

8016 for free and confidential information. 

Go paperless and check out our online giving option!   A 



Youth News 

 

Youth Group Meetings:              
Youth Group will resume on  

Sunday, August 25th right after church for lunch 

and scarecrow dressing.        

 

September dates are: 

Sunday, September 8th at 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday, September 22nd at 5:00 P.M. 

 

 Youth Pool Party! 

Sunday, August 25th  

1-4 P.M. 
We will be swimming at the pool/home of Judy and 

Mike Olen. 

Bring your suit, sunscreen and towel! 

Please let Pastor Becky know if you can attend. 

 

 

Did you know? 
70% of young people attending college drop out 
of their faith communities during their freshman 

year.   This is according to a 2017 statistic.   
That is a HUGE number that are leaving behind 
their faith.  Most do not rejoin a faith community 
after graduating.   The statistics on millennials 

dropping out of religious institutions are proving 
to be even more bleak.   The reasons are var-

ied, but we have a big job to do.    
 

Our college students are returning to college (or 
attending for the first time) this month.   FCC 

Highland has 7 college students!    
Rev. Becky has reconvened the College Student 
Ministry for the 2019-2020 school year.  It is cru-

cial that we remain connected to our students 
throughout the year – no matter if they live near 
or far.  While Rev. Becky has a few ideas brew-
ing, the monthly note/sweet treat drop is a way 
we can all be involved.  There are envelopes to 

collect notes and little treats on the outreach 
board for all 7 of our college students.  Please 
consider being a part of this important ministry.   

Please PRAY for all of our college students 
throughout the year.    

 
Our college students are: 

Suzanne Brown 
Leah Helpingstine 

Jay Korman 
Molly Korman 
Wendy Mata 

Brandon Meyers 
Justin Meyers 

 
No matter the miles, we are connected by the 

Holy Spirit.   May our students always know their 
important to God and the church! 

 

 

CWF Bake Sale 

Sunday, September 15th  

Donations of baked goods are 

greatly appreciated. 

Board Meeting 

Tuesday, September 17th  

at 7:00 P.M. 



Coffee Club Resumes September!   
Join us at 11 AM on Wednesdays 9/4 & 

9/18. 

Pastor Becky is making final decisions 

on study materials.    

All are invited to attend this time of 

study, devotion and coffee! 

 

August/September Serving Schedule 
 

8/25/19 

Worship Leader:   Debbie Benson 

Elders:  Grace Kristoff (bread) 

Mandy Bridges (cup) 

Deacons:  *Judy Olen, Carole Krisco, Brandon Meyers, Kathi Jage 

 

9/1/19 

Worship Leader:  Mary Ellen Korman 

Elders:  Brenda Michalak (bread) 

Sharon Worrell– Schroader (cup) 

Deacons: *Justin Meyers, Don Dean, Judy Olen, Brad Chandler 

 

9/8/19 

Worship Leader:  Mary Ellen Korman 

Elders:  Phyllis Frost (bread) 

Delia Helpingstine (cup) 

Deacons: *Don Dean, Carole Krisco, Kathy Jage, Ken Cengel 

 

9/15/19 

Worship Leader: Jean Morgan 

Elders:  Debbie Benson (bread) 

Mary Ellen (cup) 

Deacons: *Kevin Messmer, Brandon Meyers, Linnea Sundquist, 

Tom Cushing 

 

9/22/19 

Worship Leader:  Andrea Meyers 

Elders:  Grace Kristoff (bread) 

Mandy Bridges (cup) 

Deacons: *David Michalak, Janis Bermingham, Rachelle Dean, 

Justin Meyers 

 

9/29/19 

Worship Leader:  Delia Helpingstine 

Elders: Sharon Worrell-Schroader 

Deacons: *Brad Chandler, Kevin Messmer, David Michalak,     

Don Dean 
* denotes the Deacon preparing communion 

(Please contact the church office with schedule  

changes.  Thank you!!) 

 

 

Fall Life Application Study 
Rev.  Becky is offering a new midweek evening Bible 

study on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month 

at 7 P.M.  The Life Application Study will be various 

topics for ways our daily life connects with our faith 

journey.   There will be many topics to be examined 

and discussed over time.   If you have a topic you 

would like to take a deeper look at, let Rev. Becky 

know and she will  get going on adding that to the 

list of studies we will share together. Our first study 

will be  Wednesday, September 11th at 7 P.M.  And 

we will begin our 3-part study on  

Civility:  American Politics and Christian Responses. 

  

Martha Circle Study Group 
9/26 at 1:00 P.M. 

in the FCC lounge! 

All women are invited to attend!! 

Christian Education Opportunities  

Sarah Circle Devotional Group Resumes 
All women are invited to the home of Linda 

Messmer at 7 PM on Tuesday, September 10th.   

Enjoy a spirit-filled evening with us! 



 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) 
9540 Fifth St. 

Highland, IN  46322 
 

Phone: 219-924-5400 

E-mail: fcchighland@att.net 

 

FCC’s Annual Outdoor Worship  

Sunday, September 8th at 10:30 A.M. 

 

Worship & Praise in God’s Creation! 
(Seating available but you are encouraged to bring a lawn chair) 

 


